
Get the facts about what college costs. You may be surprised by 
how affordable higher education can be. Research options at the 
local two-year or technical college.  
Explore
loans, and work-study programs that can help pay for college costs. 
Explore employment opportunities in your local area. Research 
industry trends. 
Research training programs, apprenticeship programs and 

Visit colleges. Make plans to check out the 
campuses of colleges on your list. 

Find out your top colleges’ actual cost. Research the 
potential for financial aid and the true out-of-pocket 

cost, or net price, of each college.
Start on your applications. Get the easy stuff out of 
the way now by filling in as much required information 

on college applications as possible. 
Ask your parents to gather necessary financial documents. 
To apply for most financial aid, will need to complete the 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 
Make sure you and your parent meet with your school counselor. 
This meeting is especially important this year to learn about the 
college application process. 
Stay organized! Make weekly or monthly to-do lists to keep on top of 
the tasks required to get ready for applying to colleges or programs. 
Get
test that helps you practice for the SAT and assess your academic 
skills. Juniors who score well on the test are also eligible for 
scholarship opportunities. 
Set goals for the school year. Working toward specific goals helps 
you stay motivated and focused.

Review
logging in to the student score reporting portal. Review the advanced 
placement courses that might be a good match for you.
Register and prepare for the ACT and the SAT. Take both tests 
during the winter of your Junior year. Check with your school 
counselor on the registration process and testing dates.
Discuss other testing opportunities with your school counselor, 
such as WIN$, ACCUPLACER and ASVAB. These standardized 
tests will give insight into your career ready skills.

Meet with your school counselor early in your 
senior year. Your counselor will work with you 

on college scholarship and job applications. 
Create a calendar with deadlines and important 

dates, including application deadlines. 
Prepare for college admission tests. Many seniors retake 

college admission tests, such as the SAT and ACT, in the fall.
Apply for scholarships. Find out about scholarship 

opportunities from your school counselor. 
Ask your counselor, parent and a teacher to review 

all applications and essays before submitting.  
Work with your parents to complete the FAFSA to apply for aid 
beginning Oct. 1. Contact the financial aid offices at the colleges 
to find out what forms you must submit to apply for aid. Make 
sure you apply for aid by or before any stated deadlines. Funds 

are limited, so the earlier you apply, the better.

Contact potential employers. Research opportunities 
for internships and apprenticeship programs.  

Ask for letters of recommendation from teachers, 
club sponsors, coaches and other adults who can 

highlight your skills and attest to your character.

Process your college responses. Once you start hearing 
back from colleges about admission and financial aid, work 
with your parents on which college to attend. Complete the 

paperwork to accept a college’s offer of admittance.
Review financial aid offers together. You will need help 
reading through financial aid award letters and figuring 
out which package works best. Be sure to pay attention 

to and meet any deadlines for acceptance. 
Finish your senior year strong. College decisions 

are based on your final transcript.

Search for colleges that meet your goals. Once you have an idea 
of the colleges you may be interested in, create a list and research 
application deadlines, campus tours and programs. 
Research scholarships! Apply to as many as possible. Search your 
college websites for specific school-based scholarships. Make 
note of all deadlines!
Attend college fairs and financial aid events. These events allow you 
to meet with college representatives and get answers to questions.
Make summer plans. Summer is a great time to explore interests 
and learn new skills — and colleges look for students who pursue 
meaningful summer activities. Look into summer learning programs or 
find a job or internship. 
Visit your top college choices.
Develop a resume to share with employers that highlights your skills.  
Update your STEMPremier portfolio with junior year accomplishments. 4


